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the war he propitiates Shiva by offering himself as an
oblation and obtains from him a deadly sword (Chapter
7, Saupticparva).    Here too Shankar says that Krishna
is dear to him for many reasons and his devotion to
Shankar among- them.   At the end of this Parva we
have a reference to,   and explanation  of,  the Linga
worship,  and there again the greatness of Shiva is
described by the mouth of Krishna himself.    It seems
clear that all these references to Shiva worship are made
in a spirit of unifying the diverse sects that existed when
Sauti finally recast this poem.   We find the Vaishnava
and Pashupata sects, with their peculiar tenets in parti^
cular point, discussed and refuted in the Brahma Sutras
also,  which cannot be supposed to be later than  the
beginning of the Christian Era.    It is  probably in the
same spirit that Sauti made these additions and others in
praise of Devi (Bhishmaparva) and Surya (Vanaparva)
and Kartikeya (Vanaparva), who are all looked upon as
different manifestations of the Supreme Being.   The
Mahabharata as it is, consequently, cannot be looked
upon as Vaishnavite, though it was perhaps so in the
beginning and though the Vaishnavite element ,had
been accumulating1 before  its   final redaction.     The
Vaishanvas who look upon Bharata as one of their
Scriptures are now driven to explain these praises of
other gods as introduced to delude the \vorld !
*Bhagvat-Gita, the 1,000 Nam^s of Vishnu, the Prayer of Bhishma,
the Rescue of the Elephant, and Anusmriti are said to be the five-
jewels to be found in the Bharata. The Rescue of the Elephant is
to be found in a clearly interpolated manner in one of the Bombay
editions, while the last is to be found nowhere.